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XXI.

FINISHED AND EQUIPPED.

WORK on the building was suspended during the
winter, but was resumed early the following spring.
The account is continued from the source mentioned
in a former chapter.

Some two or three thousand dollars had been subscribed,
payable in work and materials. Owing to a slight change
in the plan of the building, the foundation walls, already
laid in the fall of 1843, were taken up and relaid. Find-
ing it quite impossible to induce any master workman to
take the contract for the building with the many contin-
gencies by which our aifairs were surrounded, I determined
to hire workmen by the day, and superintend the erection
of the building personally* In attempting to contract for
the delivery of brick on the summit of Mount Adarns, such
an enormous price was demanded for the hauling, in con-
sequence of the steepness of the hill, that all idea of a
brick building was at once abandoned, and it was determined
to build of limestone, an abundant supply of which could
be had on the grounds of the society, by quarrying. Hav-
ing matured my plans, securing the occasional assistance
of a carpenter, about the beginning of June, 1844, I hired
two masons, one of whom was to receive an extra sum for
hiring the hands, keeping their time, and acting as the
master workman. One tender to these workmen constituted
the entire force with which I commenced the erection of a
building, which if prosecuted in the same humble manner,
would have required about twenty years for its completion.
And yet our title-bond required that the building should be
finished in the following June, or a forfeiture of the titled miles to come and share with theoi
